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Program Description
This program explores classical Western texts on international politics. We will read and discuss major theoretical analyses that offer different explanations for how world politics works. These are texts that anyone interested in international politics should be familiar with. Although we will read material written centuries ago, our main concern will be the relevance of the writings for understanding contemporary world politics.

By the end of the program, students should be able to:
· Understand how to interpret classical texts about world politics;

· Recognize the basic arguments made by each of the main traditions of thought covered in the program, namely realism, liberalism, and nationalism;

· Understand the causes of international competition, cooperation, war and peace;

· Apply the various insights and concepts contained in these classical texts to key problems in contemporary international politics.

Program Outline
The program is divided into two parts. The first will consists of six weekly 2-hour lectures with the whole group. The second will involve four weekly 1-hour seminars with smaller research teams (comprised of 5-6 students), each of which will work on producing a final collaborative research paper.
During the first six weeks, each session will include a 90-minute lecture introducing the topics and readings for the week plus a 30-minute question and answer period. The last four weeks will be spent discussing and producing the small-group research papers.

Program Requirements

Students are expected to do all the readings prior to each session and come prepared with questions arising from the readings. Students are also expected to participate actively in all sessions with questions and comments. Finally, they must work in small research teams to produce a final research paper.
Participation. All students should be prepared to contribute to class discussion by doing all the readings in advance and coming to class with questions and comments prompted by the readings. To encourage completion of the readings prior to each session, I may call on students during class and ask them about any piece assigned for that session. Attendance does not in and of itself guarantee a good participation grade.
Short written responses. Each student will write a three to five sentence response for each of sessions 2-6 of the program. These responses should reflect your views of the readings for that session and include one or more questions for discussion. These can be clarifying questions or questions about issues prompted by, but not discussed in, the readings. The responses should be emailed to the Teaching Assistants by 21:00, Beijing time, the Friday before the session—that is, 24 hours in advance of the class. Responses submitted after the deadline but before the relevant class will be dropped one letter grade. Written responses will not be accepted after each class has started.
Research papers. In the last four weeks of the program (sessions 7-10), students will be grouped into research project teams to answer one of the questions below. Based on our discussions, students will select a question; develop a reading list; read, summarize, and discuss the readings; and incorporate them into a final collaborative written report.

Available topics include:
· What are the respective roles of power, interests, and institutions in world politics?

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of the principal schools of thought—realism and liberalism—in world politics?

· What do realism, liberalism, and nationalism teach us about contemporary issues in world politics, such as U.S.-China relations?
Grading

Final grades are based on participation in the weekly sessions (20%); written responses to the readings for sessions 2-6 (20%); and the final research project (60%). Please note that to receive an overall passing grade, students must receive a passing grade in all the grading components.
Course Readings
The texts for the program were chosen to represent the main traditions of Western thought about world politics. They are texts that have withstood the test of time and from which we continue to learn about state behavior and world politics today. They provide a wide range of views and differ in many respects. Our collective goal is to read them critically. To that end, keep the following questions in mind when doing the readings: What is the argument the author is trying to make? Why does it matter? What are the main concepts the author deploys? What are the strengths and weaknesses of the argument? How convincing is it? How does the argument relate to the arguments made in the other course readings? What are the potential counterarguments? How does the argument advance our understanding of world politics?
Schedule and Syllabus

Session 1 (Saturday, May 29, 21:00 Beijing): Introduction

No reading.
Session 2 (Saturday, June 5, 21:00 Beijing): Realism I

Thucydides, The Landmark Thucydides: A Comprehensive Guide to The Peloponnesian War, trans. Richard Crawley, ed. Robert Strassler (New York: Free Press, 1996), Bk. I, Chaps. 1, 20-146; Bk. V, Chaps. 84-116; pp. 3, 14-85, 350-357 [81 pages].
Session 3 (Saturday, June 12, 21:00 Beijing): Realism II

Niccolò Machiavelli, The Prince, trans. Harvey C. Mansfield (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998), Dedicatory Letter, Chaps. 3, 6-7, 10, 12-15, 18-19para. 2, 21, 24-25; Letter to Vettori; pp. 3-4, 7-16, 21-33, 42-44, 48-62, 68-73, 87-91, 96-105 [64 pages].
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, ed. David Johnson (New York: W.W. Norton, 2021), Pt. I, Chaps. 5, 11, 13; Pt. II, Chap. 17; pp. 35-42, 79-86, 99-104, 133-137 [22 pages]
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, “The State of War,” in Rousseau on International Relations, ed. Stanley Hoffmann and David P. Fidler (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1991), pp. 33-47 [15 pages].
Session 4 (Saturday, June 19, 21:00 Beijing): Liberalism I

Immanuel Kant, “Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch,” in Political Writings, ed. & trans. H.B. Nisbet (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1991), pp. 93-115 [23 pages].

John Locke, Two Treatises of Government, ed. Peter Laslett (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1992), Bk. II, Chaps. 1-3; pp. 267-282 [16 pages].
Session 5 (Saturday, June 26, 21:00 Beijing): Liberalism II

Hugo Grotius, “Preliminary Discourse,” in The Rights of War and Peace, ed. Richard Tuck (Indianapolis: Liberty Fund, 2004), Bk. 1, Sections 1-27; pp. 75-100 [26 pages].

Charles-Louis de Secondat, Baron de la Brède et de Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, ed. and trans. Anne M. Cohler, Basia C. Miller, and Harold S. Stone (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995), Bks. I, XX, Chaps. 1-2; pp. 3-9, 337-339 [10 pages].
Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, ed. Edwin Cannan (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1976), Introduction; Bk. I, Chaps. 1-2; Bk. 2, Chap. 5; Bk. 4, Chaps. 2 and 3, Pt. 2; pp. 1-20, 394, 474-495, 519-520 [46 pages].
Session 6 (Saturday, July 3, 21:00 Beijing): Nationalism

Carl von Clausewitz, On War, ed. and trans. Michael Howard and Peter Paret (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984), Bk. I, Chaps 1-2; Bk. VIII, Chaps 1-4, 6; pp. 75-99, 577-600, 603-610 [47 pages].
Session 7 (Saturday, July 10, 20:00 Beijing): Research Project Week 1
This week, each group will discuss the goals of their research project, specify the question each of the students will be researching, and build a reading list for each student.

Session 8 (Saturday, July 17, 20:00 Beijing): Research Project Week 2

This week, each student will present and discuss their summaries of the readings they did and each group will begin to assemble a draft of the research paper.

Session 9 (Saturday, July 24, 20:00 Beijing): Research Project Week 3

This week, each student will present a 2-page report on their research and each group will discuss how to assemble the final research paper.
Session 10 (Saturday, July 31, 20:00 Beijing): Research Project Week 4

This week, each group will write and present their 12-page research paper.
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